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a music contest, which aroused so much interest that over two hundred
songs were sent in from all corners of the Republic."

MUSICIANS   OF   COSTA   RICA

Roberto CANTILLANO (1887-----), the Costa Rican band conductor,

arranger, and composer, was born in Santo Domingo de Heredia, He
studied music in his native town, and in 1903 was named conductor of a
provincial military band. He subsequently played the second flute in the
band of San Jose, and in 1919 became the conductor of this band, a post
which he occupies at present. Cantillano has composed a number of pieces
in the popular genre. On March 25, 1936, he presented, with the band
of San Jose, his symphonic poem Amanecer Guanacasteco.

Ismael CARDONA (1877-----) is both a violinist and composer. Most of

his music consists of salon pieces. His Suite Miniature in three movements
(Gavot, Idyll, Canzonette) was performed by the Symphonic Ensemble
of San Jose on March 26, 1935. It is included in the Fleisher Collection
in Philadelphia.

Julio FONSECA (1885-----) was, in 1902, sent by the Costa Rican gov-
ernment to Europe for musical study j he took courses at the Milan Con-
servatory. Upon his return to Costa Rica, Fonseca was appointed pro-
fessor of music at the Young Ladies' College of San Jose, and organist
at the Church of Our Lady of Mercy. The bulk of Fonseca's musical
production consists of salon dances, but he has also written for orchestra
and military band. Fonseca adopts in his music certain elements of modern
harmony. In his Cantata a la Musica (presented at the "Fiesta de la Raza"
in San Jose on October n, 1935), the principal theme is built on the
whole-tone scale. At the concert of Fonseca's works given in San Jose
on December 4,1934, he conducted his Suite Tropcal for orchestra, based
on Costa Rican folklore. The score is included in the Fleisher Collection
in Philadelphia. Some of Fonseca's salon music has been published. Fonse-
ca's son, Jimmy Fonseca, has a promising musical gift. His Gran Marcha
de la Exposition was presented by the Military Band of San Jose on
July 20,1938,

Julio MATA (1899-----) studied music in San Jose, and later went to

the United States, where he took courses at the Brooklyn Academy of
Music. Mata has written music for military band, for orchestra, and for
the theater. His light opera, entitled Toysan, is based on native folklore.
His operetta, Rosas de Norgaria, was presented in excerpts by the military